
Pastoral Reflection 
Dearest Holy Trinity Parishioners & Friends of our Church,

He is Risen.

During this time of pandemic, and the constant flow of information it has produced, our nation has continually heard about the absolute need to trust what the scientists are reporting about Covid-19. Well said. It got me to thinking however, about science, God, and the intersection of both, with the Apostle Thomas whose memory the church has placed on the Second Sunday of Pascha. There is not one who is not familiar with Thomas’ story. “Unless I see … I will not believe” (John 20:25) This is what is considered to be scientific approach to gaining knowledge. 
Due to man’s desire to remain somewhat spiritually impoverished, his choice, then learning is reduced to that which can be understood about life, of matters that can be measured, seen, and felt. Examining and studying life through the lens of our senses, isn’t a bad thing, but it should never be considered to be the end-all in acquiring knowledge. In short, knowledge does not end with science. There is more; there just has to be. We are people who walk by faith, and learn is a similar manner. We are encouraged to take the small amount of what we actually do know about our Lord, and apply it to that which we are unsure of, or absolutely is not known in any form. That small amount of yeast will leaven the entire loaf, and understand it in the fullness of Christ. 
“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the evidence of things unseen” (Hebrews 11:1).
If we only know what is touched, measured, or analyzed, then how little is known. This is data driven knowledge; if this is reason’s greatest victory, then our world is poorer (in a state of being unfulfilled, or poverty of spirit), perfunctory, and quite boring. Faith combined with knowledge (what we do know) has the ability to be transformative for man.
In our own human weakness to judge, or at the very least have an opinion, we become binary and divide the field in half: left/right; superior/inferior; DH/no DH. Time is spent convincing the other person that we are right, and they are wrong. Sometimes I feel we would rather be right, then be happy. There is the tendency – and it would be wrong, very wrong – to judge the Apostle Thomas and consider him to be unlearned and not very intelligent. Quite the opposite is true. 
“It was not by chance but in God’s providence. In such a marvelous way God’s mercy arranged that the disbelieving Thomas, in touching the wounds of his Master’s Body, should heal our wounds of disbelief. 
The disbelief of Thomas has done more for our faith than the faith of the other apostles. 
As he touches Christ and is won over to belief, every doubt is cast aside and our faith is strengthened. 
So the apostle who doubted … becomes a witness to the reality of the Resurrection”. 

Saint Gregory the Great, Pope of Rome (590-604)

The Apostle Thomas should no longer be the object of ridicule and laughter by others. He understood that the very pathway to an encounter with God was through the wounds of Christ. The same holds true for every person. We meet Christ through the wounds of the sick, the needy, the hungry, and those who are margainalized. Through this encounter may we be able to shout out like Thomas did. “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28). 

Father Marc Vranes

Antipascha; Second Sunday of Pascha
29 April 2020
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