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Hieromartyr Hilarion (Troitsky) of Vereya  
Commemorated December 15 

 
Hieromartyr Hilarion’s relics will rest inside the holy altar table. 

 
The holy New Martyr Archbishop Hilarion (Vladimir 
Alexievich Troitsky in the world), an outstanding theologian, 
an eloquent preacher, and a fearless defender of Christ’s holy 
Church, was born around 1885. 

 
During the Council of 1917 he 
delivered a brilliant address 
calling for the restoration of 
the Moscow Patriarchate, 
which had been dissolved by 
Tsar Peter I in the eighteenth 
century. When Saint Tikhon 
(April 7) was chosen as 
Patriarch, Saint Hilarion 
became his fervent supporter. 
Saint Hilarion was 
consecrated as bishop on 
May 20, 1920, and so the 
great luminary was placed 
upon the lampstand (Luke 
11:33). From that time, he was 

to know less than two years of freedom.  He spent only six 
months working with Patriarch Tikhon. 
 
Vladika was arrested and exiled in Archangelsk for a year, then 
spent six years (1923-1929) in a labor camp a few miles from 
Solovki. There at the Filomonov Wharf, he and at least two 
other bishops were employed in catching fish and mending 



nets. Paraphrasing the hymns of Pentecost, Archbishop 
Hilarion remarked, “Formerly, the fishermen became 
theologians. Now the theologians have become fishermen.” 
 
Archbishop Hilarion was one of the most popular inmates of 
the labor camp. He is remembered as tall, robust, and with 
brownish hair. Personal possessions meant nothing to him, so 
he always gave his things away to anyone who asked for them. 
He never showed annoyance when people disturbed or 
insulted him, but remained cheerful. 
 
In the summer of 1925, Vladika was taken from the camp and 
placed in the Yaroslav prison. There he was treated more 
leniently, and received certain privileges. For example, he was 
allowed to receive religious books, and he had pleasant 
conversations with the warden in his office. Saint Hilarion 
regarded his time at the Yaroslav Isolated Detention Center as 
the best part of his imprisonment. The following spring he was 
back at Solovki. 
 
In 1929 the Communists decided to exile Archbishop Hilarion 
to Alma-Atu in central Asia. During his trip southward from 
the far north, Saint Hilarion was robbed and endured many 
privations. When he arrived in Saint Petersburg, he was ill with 
typhus, infested with parasites and dressed in rags. When 
informed that he would have to be shaved, he replied, “You 
may now do with me whatever you wish.” He wrote from the 
prison hospital, “My fate will be decided on Saturday, 
December 15. I doubt I will survive.” 
 
Saint Hilarion died at the age of forty-four in the hospital of a 
Saint Petersburg prison on December 15, 1929. His body was 
placed in a coffin hastily made from some boards, and then 
was released to his family. The once tall and robust Archbishop 



Hilarion had been transformed by his sufferings into a pitiful 
white-haired old man. One female relative fainted when she 
saw the body. 
 
After obtaining permission 
to take his body for burial, 
Metropolitan Seraphim 
(Chichagov), who occupied 
the Lenningrad see at the 
time, brought white 
hierarchical vestments and 
a white mitre to the prison 
hospital.  They vested him, 
and took him to the church 
at the Novodevichy 
Monastery in Saint 
Petersburg for the funeral 
and burial services, at 
which seven bishops 
participated. 
 
On May 10, 1999 Holy Hieromartyr Hilarion, Archbishop of 
Vereya, was glorified as a saint by the Moscow Patriarchate of 
the Russian Orthodox Church.  On the eve of his canonization, 
the holy Hieromartyr’s relics were translated from Saint 
Petersburg to Moscow, and placed in the Church of the 
Sretensky Monastery. 
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Hieromartyr Sergius Florinsky of Rakvere 
Commemorated December 30 

 
Hieromartyr Sergius’s relics will rest inside the Antimension.  

 
 
Saint Sergius was born on March 4, 1873 in Suzdal, where his 
father served as a priest.  He graduated from seminary in 1893, 
and married Elizabeth Ivanovna Smolensk just before his 
ordination to the priesthood on March 5, 1900. 

 
Saint Sergius was appointed to 
serve as a chaplain in the Russian 
army, where he was attached to 
the 151st Infantry Regiment of 
Pyatigorsk.   Saint Sergius was 
honored by the military as a 
distinguished priest and gifted 
pastor who ministered to his 
regiment without pause.  He 
helped to guide and support his 
soldiers through both the Russo-
Japanese War and World War I.  

His regimental commander, Colonel D. L. Ardaziani wrote that 
“Father Sergius is an exemplary pastor in all respects, an 
irreplaceable clergyman on the battlefield, and a fine man." 
 
On June 22, 1917, Saint Sergius received a new appointment, to 
serve as a chaplain at the field hospital in Wesenberg (now 
Rakvere, Estonia).  He served in the hospital until its 
closure on March 22, 1918.  Earlier, in January, the hospital 
refused the order handed down by the Bolshevik People’s 
Commissariat to dismiss all clergy from the military.  At the 
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request of the entire staff, he remained at the hospital until it 
was disbanded. 
 
On December 16, 1918 the Red Army occupied Wesenberg.  
Three days later, Saint Sergius was arrested as a representative 
of the old reactionary regime and as a suspicious person in 
Eastland without a primary occupation. He was also accused of 
involvement with the anti-Bolshevik resistance.  On December 
20, he was interrogated, and on December 26, 1918, he was 
sentenced to death.  To his interrogator, Saint Sergius said, “I 
am guilty of one thing,  that I am a priest, and for this I sign my 
name." 
 
On December 30, he was 
shot with other convicts 
in the woods of Palermo, 
where a memorial stone 
now stands.  In total, 
more than 80 people were 
executed. After the 
departure of the 
Bolsheviks, all who were 
shot were reburied.  
Father Sergius was then 
buried in the town 
cemetery. 
 
In 2002, Father Sergius was canonized by the Russian Orthodox 
Church as a martyr.  During his exhumation in 2003, it was 
clear that most of his body did not decompose.  The remains of 
the saint were recognized as holy relics, and were exhibited for 
veneration in the Church of the Nativity of the Theotokos in 
Rakvere.  
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Stones Used to Secure  
The Holy Altar Table 

 

Stone 1 
From Rome, Italy 

Dr Robert Vranes  
 

Stone 2 
From Saint Sava Serbian Orthodox Cathedral 

New York, NY 
Destroyed by Fire on May 1, 2016 

on the evening of Holy Pascha  
His Grace, Bishop Irinej (Dobrijevic) 

 

Stone 3 
From the Gravesite of beloved  

Holy Trinity Parishioners: 
+Pafnuty & +Konstantyna Juszczak 

Windham, Connecticut 
“They are the original founders of this church”, 

As recorded in the minutes from  
the Annual Parish Assembly, on May 2, 1982  

 

Stone 4 
From Pine Island on Long Island Sound 

Groton, Connecticut 
Mr Thomas Shakun  

 

Also a Shard From Sussista/Hippus  
(Golan Heights), Israel.   

East of the sea of Galilee & Site of the Feeding of 
the 4,000 (matthew  15:32-39, Mark 8:1-9) 

Reader Tikhon (Erik T. Wallace, Ph.d.).  
 

The four stones are used to secure the top of the altar table 
to its Base. the four stones are used to  drive a ¾” x 3” 

wooden dowel peg into each of the four corners. the stones 
should be from places of historical significance or have 

great meaning; they are marked with the place of their origin. 
According to custom, the stones are placed either under the 
holy Altar Table, or else behind it, and remain there as long 

as the Holy Table stands in that place. 
___________________ 

 

 



This Altar Table is  
Offered in Loving Memory of  

 

+Anne Matcheson (d. 2015) 
 
 

Celebrating  
This Consecration  

 
His Eminence 

The Most Reverend Archbishop 
 

NIKON 
 

Archbishop of Boston, New England,  
and the Albanian Archdiocese 

 
 

~ SPECIAL THANKS ~ 
A special thanks to the following  

without whom this day would not be possible: 
 

His Eminence, Archbishop NIKON 
 

Very Reverend John Hopko 
Saints Cyril & Methodius Orthodox Church 

Terryville, Connecticut 
 

Very Reverend Theophan whitfield 
Saints Nicholas Orthodox church 

Salem, Massachusetts 
 

Mr & Mrs Jon Matcheson 
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church 

Willimantic, Connecticut  
 

Matushka Mary Rose Andruchow 
Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church 

Salem, Massachusetts 
 

Mr & Mrs Viktor Sukharev 
Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church 

Allston, Massachusetts 
 



Mr. Jon Matcheson 
Our Altar Table Maker  

 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Photo Courtesy of Timothy Fetzko Photography                  
 

Jon is a self-taught cabinetmaker and has been involved with 
woodworking since 1978. His experience includes custom cabinet 
design and fabrication, furniture design and building, and 
architectural millwork and installation. He owned and operated his 
own architectural millwork business in Waterbury, Connecticut, from 
1986-1997. 
 

The altar table being consecrated this morning is identical to the altar 
table Jon constructed for Christ the Savior Orthodox Church in 
Southbury, Connecticut, which was consecrated in June, 2005. Jon 
was assisted with the plans for their altar table by Very Reverend John 
Hopko from Saints Cyril & Methodius Church in Terryville, CT.  
 

The Holy Trinity altar table is constructed of solid poplar, a light 
cream to yellowish brown hardwood. The top is constructed of wood 
from the previous altar table that had been used at Holy Trinity for 58 
years (1958-2016). Jon and his wife, Mercedes (Merci), gifted the new 
altar table to Holy Trinity in honor of its Centennial Anniversary in 
2016.  

MANY YEARS, JON & MERCEDES MATCHESON! 
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